MINUTES
City of Geneva
Council Meeting
August 11, 2014
7:00 p.m.

Jeff Piotrowski opened the Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Roll Call – Jeff Piotrowksi, Tim Miller, Howard Anderson, Mike Shupska, Susan Hagan, William
Buskirk, and David W. Per Due
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said and prayer was offered by Phyllis Dunlap, Clerk of Council.
Motion was made by Howard Anderson to approve the minutes of the July 28, 2014 Council Meeting,
seconded by Tim Miller. Roll call, 7 yeas.
Department Presentation – Shade Tree Commission, Howard Anderson Presenting
Mr. Anderson and Street Superintendent Tim Bittner attended two events of value in 2014; the 2014
North Coast Urban Forestry Conference at Lakeland Community College and Tree City USA in
Wadsworth, Ohio. These two events benefited the City through contacts with arborists, nurseries, and
researchers. The events provided up-to-date information about urban forestry on diseases and pests; what
other cities are currently doing; changes at the state level in laws regarding urban forestry; and, newest
studies regarding plants that are salt-tolerant, disease resistant, utility friendly. As an example, a twelve
inch Maple on someone’s property adds value. Trees reduce energy costs. Trees provide shade in the
summer and break the wind in the winter. Shade from trees has been shown to extend the life of paved
surfaces and the life of residential roofs. Trees have been shown to reduce stress and contribute to a
general sense of well being. A study of neighborhoods in Baltimore has shown that a 10% increase in
tree cover resulted in a 12% decrease in crime. Motorists find tree-lined streets more inviting. This was
shown by the comments made after the trees were planted on Broadway. A twenty-seven inch Northern
Red Oak will intercept 4,176 gallons of storm water runoff per year.
Alan Siewert, State Urban Forester, has been a great resource for the City of Geneva. The City continues
to map the location, age, size and health of the trees in Geneva.
The recent accident on S. Ridge Road in front of Mr. Anderson’s home destroyed three Japanese yew
trees. The at-fault driver’s insurance reimbursed Mr. Anderson $600 each for the trees.
Mr. Buskirk thanked Mr. Anderson. When the City looks at the budget damages caused by trees are
discussed but the values of trees are hidden. This information is appreciated.
Citizens –
Karrie Kersey
580 Woodridge Road, Geneva, Ohio
Ms. Kersey lives directly across from the Soccer Field. All of her children have been a part of the soccer
program for many years. Ms. Kersey has four children, one has graduated, one is in high school and
played, another is in the Travel League and one is just getting started. Her family enjoys the field. She
has spoken to neighbors. The Wileys on Timber Lane love it. The Hicks and the Davis are for the fields.
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The Kerseys are in favor of utilizing the two lots to add to the soccer fields. It is an asset. Yes, there
were traffic issues in the beginning; the Soccer League addressed them. It still happens but, it is no worse
than when the High School lets out. The lots should be used for something good for the children. There
is no whistle blowing before 10:00 a.m.
If Council were to go through and ask the neighbors they would find that the majority like the soccer. It
is in Ms. Kersey’s front yard and she has no problem. It is a well maintained piece of property.
Council thanked Ms. Kersey. It is nice to hear a positive perspective.
Items for Consideration of Council – None.
City Manager’s Report –
Mr. Pearson stated Chief Starkey would like to present a grant that is available. Chief Starkey stated that
there is a grant available for the MARC’s radios. The grant has no match requirement and would
recommend that Council allow the City to apply. MARC’s are the future of communications. The Tower
at the Training Center is a MARCS Tower. MARCS stands for Multi-agency Radio Communications
System. It is a statewide communication system.
This is a $50,000 grant through the Fire Marshal’s Office. The City does have some MARCS radios in
the Police Department and some in the Fire Department. As part of the lease agreement for the MARCS
Tower the City can have fifty (50) radios license free. The license fee is $20.00 per radio. Currently in
order to communicate, the Fire Department has three types of portable radios; one to communicate with
Geneva, one to communicate with Lake County and a MARC’s radio.
Howard Anderson made a motion that the City apply for the grant for the MARC’s radios. Mike Shupska
seconded the motion. Roll call. 7 yeas.
Lake, Geauga and Ashtabula are working to submit one regional application.
Mr. Buskirk requested that Chief Dudik and Chief Starkey either through a Department Presentation or
Work Session give a fairly extended discussion on the radios and where we are with the dispatching,
central CAD and getting everyone in the County to participate.
Chief Starkey took a trip to Geauga to see their system.
The Emergency Management Director met with some vendors.
The CIC took up the issue of the Playground today. There are some people who want to donate to the
project. The Board voted to take the project on and front the start-up of up to $10,000.
Leadership Ashtabula County is seeking applications. It is a one year, once a month commitment. Any
Council Members that wish to participate will need to let the City know by next Council Meeting.
Susan Hagan would like to participate.
At the last Council Meeting there was a question on the gas bill. The time period for the bill in questions
was April through mid-May and included the municipal complex.
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Sanctuary has invited Council and requested a Councilman read a Proclamation for the Beginning of
Assisted Living Week on September 8, 2014 at 8:30 a.m.
The City has been getting a lot of calls regarding NOPEC. First Energy Solutions is going to get out of
the Retail Electric Service. NOPEC has assured the City that the City will not have any affect through
2019. There will be no changes. NOPEC is the largest aggregation of utilities in the Country.
The culvert is in on Grant Street and the City anticipates that the street will be open in about a week.
Unfinished Business - None.
New Business - None.
Payment of Bills – None.
Committee Reports The Planning Committee met last Monday and again prior to this evening’s Council Meeting. The site for
the playground was discussed. The Planning Committee (Mr. Per Due, Mr. Shupska and Mr. Buskirk)
recommend the Southeast corner, site 4, next to the hill and that a motion sensor security light be set up.
Mr. Per Due made a motion to adopt site 4 as the location of the playground in the Memorial Field. Mr.
Buskirk seconded the motion. Roll Call. 5 yeas. 2 nays.
The second issue discussed at the Planning Committee Meeting was the vacant lots acquired by the City.
There are scattered site lots in the City; eleven in Woodridge. The Planning Committee decided to move
all but two of the Woodridge Lots to the CIC.
Mr. Pearson would like to engage the CIC to discuss whether the City sells by public auction or the CIC
sells. The CIC might be a better route. The CIC would want something in return. Council will need to
know what the terms would be. The City needs to get as much money back as possible to pay the
assessments.
Mr. Per Due stated that the seven lots on Main Street have an assessed land value of $67,000. What was
the cost of those properties? Mr. Pearson stated that it was in the high hundred thousands. The City
would have to go back and look. The cost included the purchase price, the asbestos removal and
demolition. The note was in excess of three quarters of a million dollars. The note included the West
Main Street properties and the Romeo Property along with some street improvement work that all
combined into one improvement bond.
Mr. Per Due would like to know how much the City spent. Has the City had any offers on the property?
No true offers have been made. There has been interest but once they find out what the City has in it, it
doesn’t go any further.
The City needs to talk about what Council really wants to do with those lots. From 2008 until now there
has not been a lot of activity commercially. That is changing.
Mr. Per Due asked that if the City does turn the lots over to the CIC, would Council have the last say?
Mr. Pearson stated that it would be out of the City’s hands.
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Mr. Pearson suggested that Council could meet directly with CIC or have a representative of Council meet
with the CIC.
Ms. Stuetzer stated that the City did a lot of work to get those properties exempted from real estate taxes.
The process takes eighteen months. The properties would need to remain in the City’s name to maintain
that tax exemption. In order to get that designation, you must show the property is being used for a public
purpose. The West Main properties are exempted. The City needs to protect that until someone is ready
to purchase them.
The City will have to pay taxes on the residential lots in Woodridge. If the lots are moved to the CIC,
they become responsible for the real estate tax.
The City has an Umbrella Policy on the parcels.
It will be interesting to hear the ideas the CIC has on how to move forward on these properties. They are
a good group.
Mr. Per Due would like schedule the Planning Committee to meet at the next CIC Meeting which is
scheduled for September 8th at 11:30 a.m.
Mr. Miller reported that the Cemetery Board met. Mt. Pleasant is now open. The project came in on
budget and they did a nice job.
Citizens –
Greg Strnisa
Geneva Pro Cuts, 50 South Broadway, Geneva, Ohio
Mr. Strnisa requested that Council remove the picnic table located behind Callender Insurance.
Mr. Strnisa stated that he has smelled pot from that location and it is bad for business. The picnic table
should be moved to the Community Park. Additionally, tires were sliced in the parking lot. Mr. Strnisa
stated that it not a safe parking lot.
Mr. Pearson is not sure if the picnic table is City property. It may belong to Driftwood or Johanna’s
Pottery.
Mr. Strnisa stated that hypodermic needles were found behind Luisa’s.
Mr. Strnisa stated that the Concerts in the Park are causing a parking problem for his business, hurting his
business. Parking affects everyone’s business. Mr. Strnisa stated that the City has become anti-business.
Mr. Strnisa paid $50,000 for his building in 1999 with the business in it is currently worth $70,000.
Victoria’s Corner value has remained the same since 1999.
Mr. Strnisa asked how Council would address medical marijuana if passed by the State. Mr. Per Due
stated that the City would address that when the time comes. This is not the proper time.
Mr. Per Due stated that in his time on Council he has not seen anything on this Council that could be
considered anti-business.
The City has added parking lots all over town. The City addresses parking on a continual basis.
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Sharon Smallwood
241 Eastwood Street, Geneva, Ohio
Ms. Smallwood thanked everyone for their efforts in the selection of the site for the playground at
Memorial Field. Ms. Smallwood stated that she has always been in favor of the playground, just not the
location initially proposed.
Council meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
Recorded by:

Phyllis Dunlap
Clerk of Council

_______________________________________
President of Council
_________________________________
Clerk of Council
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